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Immediately before it he went down with appendi-
citis ; and whilst he languished in a London nursing-
home, Dundee was fought by Mrs. Churchill and his
friends. The atmosphere was unpropitious. For the
flowing tide was with the critics of the Government;
events in Russia and at the Dardanelles had been
unfavourable to Mr. Churchill's popularity; and his
supporters* meetings were uniformly stormy. Two
days before the poll he arrived in die constituency.
It was only three weeks since his operation, and
with an unhealed wound of serious dimensions he
attempted to address the electors of Dundee from
an invalid chair. Angry faces, shaken fists, and
systematic interruption greeted him; and he lost
the seat by a large majority. So the Coalition had
collapsed; and Mr. Churchill was out of office and,
for the first time since 1900, out of Parliament as
well.
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The early months of 1923 saw him a convalescent,
who seemed a long way from recovering his health
and still further from restoration to his place in
public life. The South of France afforded him a
milder climate than Dundee and brighter colours
(he always liked bright colours) to put on canvas*
As he climbed slowly back to health, he professed
without conviction to be getting used to " sitting in
arm-chairs in front of the fire and going to sleep."
But he filled his leisure with a vigorous return to
authorship. For the first volume of his World Crisis
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